
Vocabulary Review Games 

Once your Word Wall is just about full of Catholic Faith Words and/or you’re 

looking for a fun activity to do with your group, you can play one of these games 

as a way to review the words that you’ve learned the last few sessions.  Let me 

know if there are any materials you need in order to play these games. 

  

Vocabulary Review Relay Race 

• Write each Catholic Faith Word that you want to review on two sheets of 

paper (so each team has a set of vocabulary words and they’re not fighting 

over the same piece of paper).   

• Split your small group up into two teams.   

• Set up two cones or chairs as a starting point and the vocabulary words on 

the other side of the room from the starting point.  You may want to go in 

St. Francis Hall or the Gathering space to do this so you have more space.   

• Read the definition to one of the words.  When you say “go” the first child 

from each team can go to try to retrieve the word they think matches the 

definition.  The team that returns to the starting point first with the correct 

word gets a point.   

• I would recommend starting with the tougher words that need more review 

and ending with the easier ones since by the end there will be fewer words 

to choose from and the game gets easier.   

• The team with the most points at the end wins.  If you would like to reward 

the winning team with prizes, I have prizes in my office. 

• Paper can be found in the AV room 

 

Taboo/Hot Seat 

Divide the group into Teams A and B. Team A sits in a group on one side of the 

room, Team B sits on the other side. Bring two chairs to the front of the room so 

that when seated, a student is facing his or her respective team and their back is 

to the white board. One member from each team sits in their team's chair. The 

small group leader writes a word, phrase, or sentence on the board. The children 



in the chairs mustn't see what's written on the board. Once the leader yells 'go', 

the teams have one minute, using only verbal clues, to get their seated teammate 

to say the item written on the board. The only rule (or taboo) is that they 

MUSTN'T say the item written on the board, in full or part. The first child in the 

hot seat to utter the word scores a point for their team. When the round is over, 

two new team players are rotated into the hot seat and a new item is written up. 

The first team to score X number of points wins. 

Variation: To ensure a slightly quieter and less chaotic game, the teams can take it 

in turns. Rather than two children in the hot seat, only one member from each 

team plays at a time. The leader as usual scribbles a word on the board and gives 

the team one minute to get their teammate to say the item. If the hot-seated 

player manages to say the word, the leader quickly writes another item on the 

board and so on until the minute is up. The team scores a point for every item 

they manage to say within one minute. 

 

Memory Challenge 

Put the children into pairs or small groups. Give them a time limit (e.g. 3 minutes) 

and ask them to write down as many Catholic Faith Words from the Word Wall as 

they can remember (obviously take the Word Wall down or cover it up somehow 

during this activity). The pair or group that can remember the most items wins. 

Variation: To add a spelling accuracy component, teams can also earn an extra 

point for each correctly spelled item. 

 


