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e Tiéng NGi Cua Vi Chd Chéin Gido hdi Hoén Vii (A MESSAGE FROM HOLY FATHER FRANCIS)

HOLY MASS AND BLESSING OF THE SACRED PALLIUM
FOR THE NEW METROPOLITAN ARCHBISHOPS
ON THE SOLEMNITY OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
Saint Peter’s Basilica
Tuesday, 29 June 2021
[Multimedia]

Two great Apostles of the Gospel and two pillars of the Church: Peter and Paul. Today we celebrate their memory. Let
us take a closer look at these two witnesses of faith. At the heart of their story is not their own gifts and abilities; at the
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centre is the encounter with Christ that changed their lives. They experienced a love that healed them and set them
free. They then became apostles and ministers of freedom for others.

Peter and Paul were free because they were set free. Let us reflect on this central point.

Peter, the fisherman from Galilee, was set free above all from his sense of inadequacy and his bitter experience of
failure, thanks to the unconditional love of Jesus. Although a skilled fisher, many times, in the heart of the night, he
tasted the bitterness of frustration at having caught nothing (cf. Lk 5:5; Jn 21:5) and, seeing his empty nets, was
tempted to pull up his oars. Though strong and impetuous, Peter often yielded to fear (cf. Mt 14:30). Albeit a fervent
disciple of the Lord, he continued to think by worldly standards, and thus failed to understand and accept the meaning
of Christ’s cross (cf. Mt 16:22). Even after saying that he was ready to give his life for Jesus, the mere suspicion that he
was one of Christ’s disciples led him in fright to deny the Master (cf. Mk 14:66-72).

Jesus nonetheless loved Peter and was willing to take a risk on him. He encouraged Peter not to give up, to lower his
nets once more, to walk on water, to find the strength to accept his own frailty, to follow him on the way of the cross, to
give his life for his brothers and sisters, to shepherd his flock. In this way, Jesus set Peter free from fear, from
calculations based solely on worldly concerns. He gave him the courage to risk everything and the joy of becoming a
fisher of men. It was Peter whom Jesus called to strengthen his brothers in faith (cf. Lk 22:32). He gave him — as we
heard in the Gospel — the keys to open the doors leading to an encounter with the Lord and the power to bind and
loose: to bind his brothers and sisters to Christ and to loosen the knots and chains in their lives (cf. Mt 16:19).

All that was possible only because — as we heard in the first reading — Peter himself had been set free. The chains that
held him prisoner were shattered and, as on the night when the Israelites were set free from bondage in Egypt, he was
told to arise in haste, fasten his belt and put on his sandals in order to go forth. The Lord then opened the doors before
him (cf. Acts 12:7-10). Here we see a new history of opening, liberation, broken chains, exodus from the house of
bondage. Peter had a Passover experience: the Lord set him free.

The Apostle Paul also experienced the freedom brought by Christ. He was set free from the most oppressive form of
slavery, which is slavery to self. From Saul, the name of the first king of Israel, he became Paul, which means “small”. He
was also set free from the religious fervour that had made him a zealous defender of his ancestral traditions
(cf. Gal 1:14) and a cruel persecutor of Christians. Set free. Formal religious observance and the intransigent defence of
tradition, rather than making him open to the love of God and of his brothers and sisters, had hardened him: he was a
fundamentalist. God set him free from this, yet he did not spare him the frailties and hardships that rendered his
mission of evangelization more fruitful: the strain of the apostolate, physical infirmity (cf. Gal 4:13-14); violence and
persecution, shipwreck, hunger and thirst, and, as he himself tells us, a painful thorn in the flesh (cf. 2 Cor 12:7-10).

Paul thus came to realize that “God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong” (1 Cor 1:27), that we can do
all things through him who strengthens us (cf. Phil 4:13), and that nothing can ever separate us from his love
(cf. Rom 8:35-39). For this reason, at the end of his life — as we heard in the second reading — Paul was able to say: “the
Lord stood by me” and “he will rescue me from every evil attack” (2 Tim 4:17). Paul had a Passover experience: the Lord
set him free.

Dear brothers and sisters, the Church looks to these two giants of faith and sees two Apostles who set free the power of
the Gospel in our world, only because first they themselves had been set free by their encounter with Christ. Jesus did
not judge them or humiliate them. Instead, he shared their life with affection and closeness. He supported them by his
prayer, and even at times reproached them to make them change. To Peter, Jesus gently says: “I have prayed for you
that your own faith may not fail” (Lk 22:32). And to Paul: “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” (Acts 9:4). He does the
same with us: he assures us of his closeness by praying and interceding for us before the Father, and gently reproaching
us whenever we go astray, so that we can find the strength to arise and resume the journey.

We too have been touched by the Lord; we too have been set free. Yet we need to be set free time and time again, for
only a free Church is a credible Church. Like Peter, we are called to be set free from a sense of failure before our
occasionally disastrous fishing. To be set free from the fear that paralyzes us, makes us seek refuge in our own
securities, and robs us of the courage of prophecy. Like Paul, we are called to be set free from hypocritical outward
show, free from the temptation to present ourselves with worldly power rather than with the weakness that makes
space for God, free from a religiosity that makes us rigid and inflexible; free from dubious associations with power and
from the fear of being misunderstood and attacked.

Peter and Paul bequeath to us the image of a Church entrusted to our hands, yet guided by the Lord with fidelity and
tender love, for it is he who guides the Church. A Church that is weak, yet finds strength in the presence of God. The
image of a Church set free and capable of offering the world the freedom that the world by itself cannot give: freedom
from sin and death, from resignation, and from the sense of injustice and the loss of hope that dehumanizes the lives of
the women and men of our time.

Let us ask, today in this celebration but afterwards as well: to what extent do our cities, our societies and our world
need freedom? How many chains must be shattered and how many doors long shut must be opened! We can help bring
this freedom, but only if we first let ourselves be set free by the newness of Jesus, and walk in the freedom of the Holy
Spirit.



Today our brother Archbishops receive the pallium. This sign of unity with Peter recalls the mission of the shepherd who
gives his life for the flock. It is in giving his life that the shepherd, himself set free, becomes a means of bringing freedom
to his brothers and sisters. Today, too, we are joined by a Delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate, sent for this
occasion by our dear brother Bartholomew. Your welcome presence is a precious sign of unity on our journey of
freedom from the distances that scandalously separate believers in Christ. Thank you for your presence.

We pray for you, for all Pastors, for the Church and for all of us: that, set free by Christ, we may be apostles of
freedom throughout the world.
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Tong d6 Phaolé cling cdm nghiém duwoc sw tw do ma Chia Kité mang lai cho ngai. Thanh nhan duorc giai. ..

Lac 9:30 sang thir Ba 29 thang 6, tai Dén Tho Thanh Phérd, Birc Thanh Cha Phanxicd da clr hanh thanh 18 kinh
hai thanh Phérd va Phaold Téng do va trao day Pallium cho 34 vi Téng Gidam Muc mdi dugc bd nhiém trong
nam qua.

Trong ngay 1& hdm nay, Pirc Thanh Cha, va céc vi Hong Y méc phdm phuc mau dé, mau cla sy t&r dao. Thanh
1& nay 1a mot twdng niém cla Gido Hoi trong tam tinh biét on d6i véi cac chitng nhan cla Chua Giésu Kitd, da
tré thanh anh chi em v&i nhau trong cudc t&r dao, va la mot tuyén xung long trong Gido Hoi duy nhéat, thanh
thién, Cong Gido va téng truyén.

That thé, néu ching ta nghi t&i hai ngan ndm lich s cia Gido Héi, ching ta cé thé ghi nhadn nhu Chua Giésu da
bdo trudc rang cac kitd hitu s& khong bao gi& thi€u cac thlr thach, tham chi dén mac t dao.

Bé&n canh d6, Gido HAi con phai chju nhiéu dau khé vi sy 6 nhiém dtrc tin, va nhitng tan kich vao sy toan ven
cla nhiém thé Gido Hoi, lam suy yéu kha nang ngén sir va chirng ta, lam vay ban vé dep guong mat cla Gido
H6i. Pay la thuc tai dwgc thanh Phaold ndi tdi trong thw tha | glri tin hitu Corintd khi trd [&i mot s6 van dé chia
ré, khong trung thuc va bat trung vdi Tin Mirng de doa Gido Hoi. Thu th 1l glri Timoteo ciling ndi téi cac “nguy
hiém cla thoi cudi cung” 1a cac thai d6 séng tiéu cuc thudc thé gian cé thé tiém nhiém cong doan kitd nhu ich
ky, khoe khoang, kiéu cdng, ham hé tién bac.

Trudc day viéc trao day Pallium dién ra nhu sau: sau khi Dtrc Thanh Cha lam phép cac day Pallium, cac vi Tong
Giam Muc tién dén quy trwdc mat ngai va Plc Thanh Cha s& choang day Ién vai vi Téng Giam Muc.
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Thang Giéng ndm 2015, Dirc Thanh Cha Phanxico d3 quyét dinh rang budi 1& trao day Pallium chinh thitc cho
cac Tong Gidm Muc Chinh Toa tir nay tré di s& dién ra tai cac gido phan cla vi Téng Gidm Muc chi khong phai
@ Vatican nhu trudc.

S than Toa Thanh hay Khdam S& Toa Thanh s& ban thdo vdi vi Téng Gidm Muc ngay gid va, hoan canh hop ly
nhat dé “céng khai va chinh thirc” trao day Pallium cho ngai nhan danh Birc Thanh Cha véi sy tham dy cda céc
gidm muc trong cdc gido phan thudc vé gido tinh; va cong doan tin hitu dia phuong.

Trong bai giang thanh 1&, Birc Thanh Cha noi:

Thénh Phéré va Thanh Phaold 13 hai vi Téng d6 vi dai cha Phdc &m va 13 hai tru cot cla Gido hdi. Hém nay
ching ta murng kinh hai vi. Ching ta hdy quan sat ky hon hai chirng nhan dic tin nay. Trong tam trong cau
chuyén cla cac ngai khéng phai 1a ndng khiéu va kha nang cla chinh céc vi; nhung 13 sy thay d6i cudc doi sau
khi da gap Chua Kitd. Cac ngai da trai nghiém mot tinh yéu chita lanh va giai thoat. Sau dé, cac ngai trd thanh
Téng d6 va céc thira tc vién mang dén tu do cho nhitng ngudi khac.

Thénh Phér6é va Thanh Phaol6 d3 dwoc ty do vi cdc ngai d3 duoc gidi thoat. Ching ta h3y suy nghi vé diém
trung tam nay.

Thanh Phérd, ngudi danh ca dén tir Galilé, dwoc gidi thodt khéi cam gidc thiéu thén va kinh nghiém that bai
cay dang, nho tinh yéu thuwong vo diéu kién cta Chua Giésu. DU 1a mdt ngudi danh ca lanh nghé, nhiéu khi
trong dém khuya, thanh nhan da ném trai su cay dang that vong vi khong danh bat dwoc gi (x. Lc 5: 5; Ga 21:
5) va, khi thay ludi trong cia minh, ngai da bi cdm db dé gac mai chéo clia minh lén. DU manh m& va néng nay,
nhung Phérd thudng chiu khuat phuc tredce sy sg hadi (x. Mt 14,30). Mdc du 13 mét modn dé nhiét thanh cda
Chua, thanh nhan van tiép tuc suy nghi theo tiéu chuin thé gian, nén khong hiéu va khéng chap nhan y nghia
clia thap gia Chua Kitd (x. Mt 16,22). Ngay ca khi néi rang minh d3 san sang hién mang séng cho Chua Giésu,
thi viéc ai d6 nghi ngd ngai 1a mot trong cdc moén dé cla Chua Kitd cling d3 dd dé khién ngai so hai chdi bd
Thay (x. Mc 14: 66 — 72).

DU sao thi Chua Giésu ciing yéu Thanh Phérd va san sang mao hiém véi thanh nhan. Ngai khuyén khich Phérd
dirng bo cudc, hay tha lwdi mét [an nira, buwdc di trén mat nwdc, tim thay sirc manh dé chip nhan sy yéu dudi
cta minh, theo Ngai trén con duwdng thap ty gia, hién mang sng cho anh chi em minh, dé chan dan chién cda
Ngai. Bang cach nay, Chua Giésu giai thoat Phérd khoi su so hdi, khoéi nhitng tinh todn chi dua trén méi quan
tdm cula thé gian. Ngai d3 mang lai cho thanh nhan diing khi d& mao hiém tat cd moi thir va niém vui tré thanh
ngw phu chai lwdi ngudi. Chinh thanh Phéré la ngudi duwoc Chia Giésu kéu goi dé cing cé dirc tin cho anh em
(x. Lc 22,32). Ngai d3a ban cho thanh nhan - nhu ching ta da nghe trong Tin Mirng - chia khéa dé m& nhirng
canh clra dan dén cudc gdp g& vdi Chla va sirc manh dé rang budc va thao g&: dé rang budc anh chi em cla
ngai v&i Chua Kitd va ndi 1dng nhitng nat that va xiéng xich trong cudc séng cla ho. (x. Mt 16:19).

T4t ca nhirng diéu d6 chi co thé xay ra bdi vi - nhuw ching ta da nghe trong bai doc dau tién - chinh Phérd d3
duoc tu do. Nhirng xiéng xich giam gilr thanh nhan trong tinh trang mot tu nhan da bi v& tan va, nhu vao dém
khi dan Israel duoc gidi thodat khéi ach nd & & Ai Cap, ngai dugc bao phai voi vang trdi day, that dai lung va di
dép dé di ra ngoai. Sau do, Chia d3 m& nhitng cdnh clra trudc mat ngai (xem Cv 12: 7-10). o] day chung ta
thay mét lich s&r md&i clia viéc mé clra, gidi phdng, xiéng xich bi pha v, cudc di cu ra khéi ngdi nha cta sy troi
budc. Thanh Phérd da cé mat kinh nghiém L& Vuwot Qua khi Chua gidi thoat ngai.

Téng d6 Phaold cling cdm nghiém dugc syt do ma Chua Kitd mang lai cho ngai. Thdnh nhan duoc gidi phdéng
khoi hinh thirc né 1& ap bilrc nhat, d6 1a ché d6 nd 1& d6i véi ban than minh. T Sauld, tén cla vj vua dau tién
cla Israen, thanh nhan tré thanh Phaold, cd nghia la “nhd bé”. Ngai cling duoc gidi thoat khdi long nhiét
thanh ton gido d3 khién ngai trd thanh mét ngudi nhiét thanh bao vé cac truyén théng cda té tién minh (xem
Gl 1:14) va la mot ké bt bé ddc ac cac Kitd hiru. Thanh nhan d3 duoc gidi thoat. Viéc tuan thd cac nghi thirc
tdn gido va sy kién quyét bao vé truyén théng, thay vi khién thdnh nhan mé ldong dén nhan tinh yéu cta Thién
Chua va cda anh chi em minh, d3 khién ngai cirng l1dng: thanh nhan 1a mét nguwdi theo trao lwu chinh théng.
Thién Chua d3 giai thoat ngai khoi digu nay, nhung Ngudi khéng mién trir cho ngai nhitng yéu dudi va gian
khé 1a nhirng diéu d3 lam cho si* mang loan bdo Tin Mirng cla thdnh nhan thém nhiéu thanh qua: sy cang



thang cla viéc tong do, sw 8m yé&u vé thé xac (x. Gl 4, 13-14); bao lyc va bach hai, dam tau, déi khat, va nhu
chinh Nguoi ndi véi chiang ta, la mot cai gai dau dén trong da thit (x. 2 Cr 12, 7 — 10).

Do d6, Phaold nhan ra rang “Nhirng gi thé gian cho la yéu kém, thi Thién Chua d3 chon dé ha nhuc nhitng ké
hung manh” (1Cr 1:27), dé ching ta c6 thé lam dwoc moi sy nhd Dang clng ¢d chung ta (x. Pl 4:13), va diéu
do khéng gi ¢6 thé ngan cach ching ta khéi tinh yéu cha Ngudi (x. Rm 8:35-39). Vi ly do nay, vao cudi doi -
nhu ching ta da nghe trong bai doc tht hai — Thanh Phaold d3 cé thé ndi: “Chuia da dirng vé phia tdi” va “Ngai
s& gidi ctru t6i khoi moi sy tan cdng clia ma quy” (2Tm 4:17). Thanh Phaold dd cé mot kinh nghiém Lé Vuot
Qua: dé la Chaa giai thoat ngai.

Anh chi em than mén, Gido hdi nhin 1én hai nhan vat vi dai nay cta dirc tin nay va thay hai vi Téng do da giai
phdng strc manh cta Tin Mirng trong thé gidi cda chuing ta, chi vi truedc hét chinh cic ngai da duwoc gidi thoét
nho cudc gap gd vai Chua Kitd. Chua Giésu khong xét doan ho hay lam nhuc ho. Thay vao dd, ngai chia sé cubc
séng cla ho vdi s triu mén va gan giii. Ngai Gng hd ho bang 16 cau nguyén cla minh, va tham chi déi khi
trdch méc ho dé khién ho thay d6i. V&i dng Phérd, Chia Giésu nhe nhang néi: “Thay d3 ciu nguyén cho anh
dé anh khdi mat long tin”. (Lc 22:32). Va véi Phaold, Chua néi: “Sauld, Sauld, sao nguoi bat b ta?” (Cong vu 9:
4). Ngai cling Idam nhu vay véi ching ta: Ngai bao dam vdi ching ta vé sy gan giii clia Ngai bang cach cau
nguyén va chuyén cau cho ching ta trwdc mat Chia Cha, va nhe nhang khién trach ching ta méi khi ching ta
di chéch hwdng, dé ching ta cé thé tim thdy sirc manh trdi day va ti€p tuc cudc hanh trinh.

Chung ta cling d3 dwoc Chia cdm déng; ching ta cling d3 duoc gidi thoat. Tuy nhién, ching ta can duoc giai
thodt hét 1an nay dén lan khac, vi chi mét Gido hdi tu do mdi 1a mét Gido hdi dang tin cdy. Gidng nhu Phérd,
ching ta duwoc kéu goi dé thodat khoi cam gidc that bai trwdc nhirng cudc ddnh ca déi khi thdm khéc clda ching
ta. D€ thoat khoi ndi sg hai lam té liét ching ta, khién ching ta tim kiém noi 4n ndu trong an ninh clta chinh
minh va cudp di long can ddm dam nai |G tién tri. Giéng nhu Phaold, ching ta dugc mai goi dé thoat khoi sy
pho truong bé ngoai gia hinh, thoat khoi sy cam do dé thé hién minh véi quyén luc thé gian hon 13 véi sy yéu
dudi trong d6 cé khéng gian cho Thién Chua, thoat khéi mét long dao vu luat khién ching ta clng nhac va
khong linh hoat; thoat khoi nhitng lién hé nguy hiém véi quyén lyc va khoi ndi sg hai bi hiu [am va tan cong.

Hai thanh Phéré va Phaol6 dé lai cho ching ta hinh anh mét Gido hdi duoc giao phd trong tay ching ta, nhung
dwoc Chlda hwéng dan véi long trung tin va tinh yéu diu dang, vi chinh Ngai 1a Dang huéng dan Gido hoi. Mot
HG6i Thanh yéu 6t, nhuwng lai tim thay sitc manh trudc sy hién dién cta Thién Chda. Hinh anh cia mét Gido hoi
duogc ty do va cd khd ndng mang dén cho thé gidi su t do ma thé gidi khéng thé tu né ban cho: dé 1a ty do
khéi t6i 16i va cai chét, khoi cam chiu, khoi cdm gidc bat cong va mat hy vong lam mat nhan tinh cudc séng cla
nhirng ngudi nam nit trong thoi dai ching ta.

Chung ta h3y hoi, hdm nay trong |& ky niém nay nhung ca sau dé nita: cac thanh phd, x3 hdi clia ching ta va
thé gidi cha chung ta can tu do dén mirc nao? Bao nhiéu xiéng xich phai dugc phd v va bao nhiéu canh cira
dong lai bay 1au nay phai dugc md toang! Chung ta cé thé giup mang lai sy tu do nay, nhung chi khi trudc tién
chung ta dé cho minh dugc ty do bdi sy méi mé ctia Chua Giésu, va budc di trong sy ty do ciia Chia Thanh
Than.

HOm nay, cac Téng Gidm muc anh em cla ching ta nhan |é trao gidi pallium. Dau hiéu hiép nhat nay véi Phérd
nhac lai s& ménh cla ngudi chan chién, ngwdi hién mang séng minh vi dan chién. Chinh khi hién mang séng
cGa minh, ngudi chan chién, dwoc ty do, tré thanh phuong tién mang lai tw do cho anh chi em ctia minh. Hé6m
nay, ching ta cling duoc tham gia bdi mét Phai doan tir Toa Thuwong phu Pai két, do ngudi anh em than yéu
cla chuing ta, Pirc Thuwong Phu Dai K&t Bacth6léméd, glri dén nhan dip nay. Sy hién dién chao dén cla anh em
la mdt dau chi quy gid cho sy hop nhat trén hanh trinh tu do cha ching ta khoi nhitng khodng cach khién cac
tin hitu Kitd bj chia cat mot cach tai tiéng. CAm on sy hién dién cla anh em.

Chung t6i cdu nguyén cho anh em, cho t4t ca cdc muc tl&, cho Gido hdi va cho tat cd ching ta: dé khi duogc giai
thoat b&i Chua Kitd, ching ta cé thé tré thanh nhitng Tong d6 cla ty do trén khap thé gidi.
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