The Church of St. Gerard Majella
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 23, 2018

ADDRESS
9600 Regent Avenue North
Brooklyn Park, MN 55443-1499

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday: 9 am-5 pm
Friday: 9 am-1 pm
Saturday: CLOSED
Sunday: 1/Month, 9 am-12 pm, Sept-May

All Are Welcome!
We are a Catholic community striving to love God and our
neighbors. No matter who you are, or where you are on life's
journey, you are welcome here!

“Who Am I To Judge?”

EUCHARIST
Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 8:30, 10:30 am

--Pope Francis

WEBSITE: www.st-gerard.org
Like us on FACEBOOK
St. Gerard’s Youth TWITTER handle:
@StGerardYM
St. Gerard’s Youth INSTAGRAM:
@StGerardYouth
Parish Office:
Fax Number:
Faith Formation:
Victim Assistance:

763-424-8770
763-424-4327
763-424-8600
651-291-4475

PASTORAL Services
Rev. Thomas Santa, C.Ss.R.
Rev. Tuan Pham, C.Ss.R.
Rev. Matthew Bonk, C.Ss.R.
Deacon Chung Tran, C.Ss.R.
Karl Kornowski - Parish Administrator
Anne Tiller - Director of Justice and Outreach
Amy Wittak- Liturgical Ministry
Tim Smith - Dir. of Liturgical Music
Colette O’Brien - Communications
Judy Foster - Dir. of Faith Formation
Emily Bauer - Youth Faith Formation
Heidi Schleif - Preschool & Elementary
Coordinator

SUPPORT Services
Sue Czerniak - Secretary/Receptionist
Dianne Goodwin - Secretary/Receptionist

MAINTENANCE Services
Dave Neuman - Maintenance Operator
Roger Popham - Custodian

Hearing Assistance Devices are available at the Sound Desk in the Church.
Low-Gluten hosts are available.
Please call the parish office for more information.

The Church of St. Gerard
A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
As we gather today to celebrate the Fourth Sunday of
Advent we do so in anticipation of the Christmas Feast on
Tuesday, December 25th. We will anticipate the masses of
Christmas Day on Monday, December 24th. Our first mass
will be at 4:00 PM, a children’s mass. At 6:00 PM we will
celebrate a family mass. At 10:00 PM we celebrate the
traditional “midnight mass” with special caroling beginning
at 9:30 PM. On Christmas morning we have one mass at
10:00 AM. With the exception of our “midnight mass”, all
of the masses will have a special little Christmas gift for the
children. Last year the festive lighted rings proved to be a
real hit so this year we tried to come-up with something that
will be just as fun.
Please join us for any of our Christmas masses and invite
your friends and your family. Also consider inviting former
members of St. Gerard Parish. Sometimes an invitation to
return is all that is required. Such an invitation ignites the
flame of faith within; our parish community and our
Eucharistic liturgy will take care of the rest. All we have to
do is get people through the door and into the church and
they know that they are home. Your invitation can be a
lasting Christmas gift to those that you invite. At the very
least they will appreciate the gesture and that you cared
enough to invite them.
Belonging and knowing that you are part of something
bigger than yourself seems to be one of the basic needs of
our present experience of humanity. There seems to be so
many people who feel disconnected from everyone and
everything that was at one time familiar. The “ties that
bind” seem not to be as strong today as they once may have
been.
I have discovered that one of the single biggest obstacles
to people joining the Church or coming home to the church
after a period of absence is that they do not feel
invited. The perception seems to be that “no one cares one
way or the other.” From my viewpoint and experience that
is a common misconception. A second obstacle is that
people often believe that in order to be a member of the
Church or a “good Catholic” means you cannot have any
doubts, you cannot struggle, you cannot have more
questions than you have answers. I think all of us know
that is not the case. It does not hurt to share your own
journey of faith and doubt with another person. It might be
just what they need to hear.
Another topic that I do not speak about very often, but
which is nevertheless a concern, is our Sunday offertory
collection. We have so many generous parishioners who
participate each week in this collection but we have still
others who choose not to do so. I know that there are very
good reasons not to participate. I certainly do not want
anyone to be put in a position where your family will
struggle if you contribute. Your primary responsibility is to
your family and to those who depend on you. At the same
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time, a reality is that we as a Church community are very
dependent on the offertory collection so that we can meet
our obligations and pay our bills. We are particularly
dependent on your generous offerings to the Church
community during our Christmas offertory collection. I
thank you in advance for your contribution. For those who
have not yet determined to participate, may you consider
these few words to be an invitation to do so? Thank you
very much for your generosity.
I look forward to welcoming you to St. Gerard’s on
Christmas Day!
Fr. Tom Santa, C.Ss.R.
For the Redemptorist community and the staff that serves
you

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH US!
Christmas Eve (Monday, December 24)
4:00pm - Children’s Mass
6:00pm - Family Mass
10:00pm - Midnight Mass (Caroling at 9:30pm)
Christmas Day (Tuesday, December 25)
10:00am

SOLEMNITY OF MARY
Join us as we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
Mother of God on Tuesday, January 1, 2019 at 10:00am.

BUSY BAGS FOR KIDS!
Are you looking for a way to keep your
little ones busy during Mass? We have
“Busy Bags” available in the Gathering
Space for your convenience. There are
different activities/books to help keep
your child occupied during the Mass.

Justice and Outreach

Faith Formation

HYGIENE KIT COLLECTION

BAPTISM BIRTHDAY PARTY

St. Gerard's will be collecting items for hygiene kits that will
be donated to Hennepin County Health and Human
Services. These items will be distributed to people who are
experiencing homelessness. For a list of items needed visit
www.st-gerard.org (NEWS & EVENTS) or contact Anne
at annet@st-gerard.org. Items can be labeled (hygiene) and
placed in the CEAP bins through the month of December.
Thank you for your participation!

On Sunday, January 13th, we will honor all who have been
baptized in the last year at the 10:30am mass.

LOAVES AND FISHES
St. Gerard’s hosts Loaves and Fishes on the
4th Friday of every month. Our next date is
Friday, December 28th. We serve from 57pm at St. Stephen's in Minneapolis. Sign up
to serve on the easel in the Gathering Space. Contact Karen
Brenteson at 763-561-7411 with any questions.

SHARING AND CARING HANDS

St. Gerard’s prepares and serves a lunch
at Sharing and Caring Hands every first
Saturday of the month. Our next date is
Saturday, January 5th. No need to sign
up, just come on Saturday morning at
9:00am to St. Gerard’s kitchen and help prepare the food.
Then at 10:50am help pack up the food, take it to Sharing
and Caring Hands on 7th Street (Minneapolis), and help
serve at 11:30am. Please call John at 763-561-3841 with any
questions.

BREAKFAST WITH LEGISLATORS
Housing for All invites you to Breakfast
with Legislators on Wednesday, January
23, 2019, from 7:00-9:00am, at St. Joseph
the Worker Catholic Church in Maple
Grove. Meet with your state and local
policy makers to build relationships and
proclaim as people of faith that Every One Needs a
Home! A continental breakfast will be provided. Contact
Roxanne Smith at 763-400-7208 or rsmith@sjtw.net with
questions. For more information and to register, visit
www.st-gerard.org (NEWS & EVENTS).

CATHOLICS AT THE CAPITOL 2019
Begin to build relationships with your newly-elected
legislators. Join 2,000+ Catholics, all seven of Minnesota’s
bishops, and some great speakers for Catholics At the
Capitol 2019. On Tuesday, February 19, 2019, the
Minnesota Catholic Conference hosts this day of prayer,
inspiration, education, and advocacy to help you put your
faith into action. Visit www.CatholicsAtTheCapitol.org/
Register to register and find more details on the schedule,
speakers, and transportation options.

NEWLY MARRIED
On Sunday, January 20th, at the 10:30am Mass, we will
recognize all who have received the sacrament of Marriage
here at St. Gerard’s within the past two years.

UPCOMING FAITH FORMATION EVENTS
Women and Wine: Join us for an evening of wine, hors
d'oeuvres, and faith filled conversation. Our next Women
and Wine will be February 15, 7-9pm. Guest speaker is
Suzanne Belongia Bernet who will be speaking on “A Love
That Does Justice.”
Buds and Suds: Yes, by request, a men's opportunity, the
counterpart of Women and Wine, with some awesome
guest speakers! 2019 date to be announced. Watch for more
information to come.
Women's Lenten Retreat: March 2019. More information
to come.
Lenten Scripture Study: Lent 2019. Offered morning and
evening dates.
Watch for more information in the bulletin, on our
facebook page, and on our app and website. All are
welcome to attend!

ST. GERARD’S YOUNG ADULTS
There’s still time to join the Young Adult Ministry here at
St. Gerard's!! St. Gerard's Young Adults is an informal, low
commitment group open to all Young Adults between the
ages of 18 and 35 who attend St. Gerard's or who live in the
area and are interested in building community with other
Young Adult Catholics. This year we're planning on
meeting twice a month between December and March. The
communication for this group will be through a closed
Facebook group. Search "St. Gerard's Young Adults" and
request to join the group to hear more about our events.
Contact Heidi Schleif at heidis@st-gerard.org with any
questions.

TABLETS FOR SALE
Faith Formation is selling Digiland 7" tablets with 8 GB
internal storage plus microSD card slot, Model: DL7006KB (color black). They have a keyboard and include a case
and charger. They retail for $60.00 but we are asking $30.00!
We have 3 left for sale! Please contact Judy Foster or Heidi
Schleif at the parish office. Great for young kids!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
https://www.facebook.com/churchofsaintgerard

Announcements
WELCOME TO ST. GERARD’S!
If you are visiting St. Gerard's today and would like more
information about the parish or how to become a member, please
stop by the Welcome Desk in the Gathering Space, pick up a new
member info packet, and sign our guest registry. You can also visit
the “I Am New” tab of our website (www.st-gerard.org) or app
(search for “St Gerard Majella” in the app store)! And check out
our facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
churchofsaintgerard)! Thank you for worshipping with us today!

ST. GERARD’S ON FACEBOOK!
Have you visited the St. Gerard facebook page? It is a fun way to
stay connected with St. Gerard’s! Check out parish events, news,
photos, videos, music, and local happenings/events. Check us out
at https://www.facebook.com/churchofsaintgerard! And don’t
forget to LIKE US!

EASY GIVING FOR ST. GERARD’S!

Website: www.st-gerard.org GIVE page

App: search for “St Gerard Majella” in the app store or scan the

QR Code to download our free app

QR Code: find on the inside flap of the bulletin, at the back of

church, or outside the parish office

Text Giving: 763-225-1078

For more information on all our giving options visit the St.
Gerard’s GIVE page on the website or app.

CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FAMILY
The St. Gerard’s Knights of Columbus will guide their
parish to consecrate themselves under the protection of
the Holy Family beginning this weekend, December 22
and 23. Members of the Knights will hand out prayer
cards and information to our families leading up to the Feast of
the Holy Family on December 30. Preparing for the Consecration
isn’t a single event. It is choosing a way of life for your family and
choosing to be a beacon of God’s love through his Church.

KC PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Please join the Knights of Columbus and your fellow parishioners
for a pancake and sausage breakfast after the 8:30 and 10:30am
Masses on Sunday, January 6. The proceeds from this free-will
offering event will be used for parish needs and community
programs. Let the Knights cook and clean up while you enjoy a
great breakfast and the good company of your friends and family.

BIZAA - SPONSOR A CHILD
A child in Africa is waiting for the best Christmas gift ever… an
education! Put a special gift under your tree this year. Your
sponsorship will help a child go to school and end their
entrapment in child labor and child trafficking. A gift in any
amount is available. Unwrap the gift of sponsorship by contacting
Christina Spaeth-Harrer at 651-247-2126 or
Christinaspaeth@yahoo.com.

This Week at St. Gerard’s
INTENTIONS

PLEASE PRAY for
the sick and ailing
M-F 8:25 AM - Eucharist, Liturgy of Hours
members of our
TUE 9:00 AM - Perpetual Help Devotion
parish community,
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24
and all those in our Parish
4:00 pm - Children of the Parish
Prayer Book, especially:
6:00 pm Larry Stull

10:00 pm - Parish Families
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25
10:00 am - Mike Sturzl †
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26
8:25 am THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27
8:25 am - Richard Potvin †
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28
8:25 am - Frank Curtiss †
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29
5:00 pm - Marvin Jacobs †
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
8:30 am - Samuel Alabi †
10:30 am - Maryalyce Elsen †

Also remember those
loved ones who have
died.

DEC 30, 2018

Feast of the Holy Family
SIR 3:2-6,12-14, or
1 SM 1:20-22,24-28
COL 3:12-21, or
1 JN 3:1-2,21-24
LK 2:41-52

PARISH EVENTS
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24

OFFICE CLOSED
4:00 pm - Children’s Eucharist
6:00 pm - Family Eucharist
9:30 pm - Caroling
10:00 pm - Christmas Vigil

SACRAMENTS:
BAPTISM
Call the Parish Office to
schedule a date and register
for the preparation class.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25

RECONCILIATION
Saturday at 4:00 pm or any
time by appointment.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish
office at least six months
prior to the desired date.

OFFICE CLOSED
10:00 am - Christmas Eucharist

9:00 am - Eucharistic Adoration
7:15 pm - Music Rehearsal

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27
6:00 pm - Centering Prayer

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28

8:30 am - Loaves & Fishes Prep
5:00 pm - Loaves & Fishes at St. Stephen’s

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29

4:00 pm - Individual Confessions
5:00 pm - Eucharist

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
8:30 am - Eucharist
10:30 am - Eucharist

Get the App

Text Giving:

763-225-1078

Donate Online

