
1 

 

WELCOME! 
9600 Regent Avenue North  

Brooklyn Park, MN 55443 

763-424-8770 │ st-gerard.org 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon-Thu │ 9:00am-4:00pm 

Friday │ 9:00am-1:00pm 

Sat-Sun │ Closed 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekdays 

Mon-Fri │ 8:30am │ English 

Sat │ 8:00am │ Vietnamese 

Weekends 

Sat │ 5:00pm │ English 

Sun │ 8:00am │ Vietnamese 

Sun │ 9:30am │ English 

Sun │ 11:00am │ English 

Reconciliation 

Sat │ 4:00pm or by appointment 

PARISH STAFF 

Pastor 

 Fr. Charles V. Lachowitzer 

 frcharlie@st-gerard.org 

Parochial Vicar (Vietnamese) 

 Rev. Paul Phong Le 

 (Viet only): 612-453-8798 

Parish Admin./Director of Faith Formation 

 Maredith Toweh │churchadmin@st-gerard.org 

Director of Pastoral Care & Community Life 

 Joni Sandlin │ jonis@st-gerard.org 

Music Director 

 Karen Blomgren | music@st-gerard.org 

Liturgist  

 Mary Bur | maryb@st-gerard.org 

Business Manager 

 Teresa Robinson │ teresa@st-gerard.org  

Administrative Assistant & SEC 

 Jean Schultz │ jeans@st-gerard.org  

Facilities Care Coordinator 

 Bob Imholte │ bobi@st-gerard.org 

Custodian  

 Geoff Moore │ geoffm@st-gerard.org 

 

December 3, 2023 │ 1st Sunday of Advent 
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PARISH CALENDAR 

Monday, December 4 

8:30am | Daily Mass (English) 

6:30pm | GriefShare 

Tuesday, December 5 

8:30am | Daily Mass (English) 

7:30pm | Regents AA, Fireside Room 

Wednesday, December 6 

8:30am | Daily Mass (English) 

9:00am-9:00pm | Adoration 

6:00pm | Faith Formation 

Thursday, December 7 

8:30am | Daily Mass (English) 

6:00pm | Catholicism 101/OCIA 

Friday, December 8 

Parish Office Closed 

8:30am | Immaculate Conception Mass (English) 

7:00pm | Immaculate Conception Mass (English) 

8:00pm | Immaculate Conception Mass (Vietnamese) 

Saturday, December 9 

8:00am | Daily Mass & Confessions (Vietnamese) 

4:00pm | Confessions (English) 

5:00pm | Mass (English) 

Sunday, December 10 

8:00am | Mass (Vietnamese) 

9:00am | Confessions (Vietnamese) 

9:30am | Mass (English) 

11:00am | Mass (English) 

1:30pm | Advent Penace Service  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday, December 4 

8:30am │ Ben Franke + 

Tuesday, December 5 

8:30am | Peter Tran Anh Khanh + 

Wednesday, December 6 

8:30am | Nicholas Alvin Zirbes + 

Thursday, December 7 

8:30am | Frank Witscoski + 

Friday, December 8 

8:30am | Clara Ba Chau + 

Saturday, December 9 

5:00pm | People of the Parish 

Sunday, December 10 

9:30am | Rita Baron + 

11:00am | David Johnson + 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
Did you know that you can donate to St. Gerard’s 

online? Check out our website, www.st-gerard.org 

under the “Engage” tab or scan the QR code below 

with your mobile device to sign up and donate: 

 

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION 

Have you moved or changed phone numbers?  If so, 

please contact the Parish Office so we can update 

your contact information in our records! 

Contributions—Week 11/20/23-11/26/23 

Fund 
Contribution 

Amount 
# Donors 

Sunday/General $9,553 106 

Thanksgiving $1,524 23 

Plate Cash $1,822 - 

Electronic  

Contributions 
$5,848 88 

Other * $3,080 48 

Total Weekly Offering 

Actual 
$21,827 265 

Total Weekly Offering 

Budgeted 
$24,044 - 

Weekly Overage 

(Shortfall) 
($2,217) - 

YTD Offering Actual $399,164 - 

YTD Other Revenue  $103,758  

YTD Total Revenue $502,922  

YTD Total Budgeted 

Revenue 
$560,875 - 

Overage (Shortfall) ($57,953) - 

Total Year Budget $1,234,100 - 

*Other includes Faith Formation, Mass Intentions,  

Votive Candle, Debt Reduction, Facilities, Feed the  

Hungry, Hospitality Income, etc. 
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December 3, 2023 │ 1st Sunday of Advent  

OCIA/CATHOLICISM 101 

Come join your fellow parishioners at the Church of 

St. Gerard for the viewing of the faith formation  

video series “Symbolon” produced by Ascension 

Press. Meetings are on Thursdays from  

6-7:30pm. This program provides explanations for 

the “what” and “why” of the Catholic faith. There will 

also be opportunities for discussion and questions. 

All are welcome! Invite your family and friends! The 

next topics are: 

 

December 7-The Holy Spirit and the Life of Grace: 

God’s Divine Life Within Us 

December 14-Why do I Need the Church? The  

Mystery of the Catholic Church 

ADVENT 2023 

Advent begins on Sunday, December 3, which is 

right around the corner. Mark your calendars for all 

of the events happening at St. Gerard’s this Advent. 

Advent Giving-December 3-December 24:  

Throughout the Advent season we will be collecting 

NEW coats (child and adult sizes), gloves/mittens 

(child and adult sizes), winter hats (child and adult 

sizes), toiletries (toothpaste, bar soap, etc.), toilet 

paper, paper towels and laundry soap (liquid or 

powder) to be donated to Brooklyn Park Schools. 

Immaculate Conception-December 8: 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary is on Friday, December 8. This 

is a holy day of obligation. Our Mass times on  

Friday, December 8 are at 8:30am and 7pm both 

in the Church.  

Advent Penance Service-December 10: 

Join us on Sunday, December 10 from 1:30-3pm in 

the Church for an additional opportunity to go to 

receive the Lord’s mercy through the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation during the Advent season. There will 

be individual confessions with additional priests  

present.  

“Land of Christmas” -An Advent Evening of  

Reflection with Fr. Charlie-December 21 

Join us Thursday, December 21 from 6:30-8:30pm 

for an Advent evening of reflection with Fr. Charlie. 

There will be a happy hour with appetizers from 

6:30-6:45pm and a dinner will be served from 6:45

-7:15pm. The reflection will begin at 7:30pm. If 

you are planning on joining us for dinner, please 

RSVP via email to churchadmin@st-gerard.org or by 

calling the Parish Office at 763-424-8770 by  

Monday, December 18.  

NOTE REGARDING THE 4TH SUNDAY OF  

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS OBLIGATIONS 

This year Christmas falls on a Monday, which  

shortens the 4th week of Advent to about one day. 

Please note our Mass times for the 4th Sunday of 

Advent and Christmas below. As Catholics we are 

obligated to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days 

of obligation, like Christmas. Though these two dates 

with obligations occur close together, both  

obligations need to be met by going to one Mass for 

the 4th Sunday of Advent and one Mass for  

Christmas.  Please also note that due to the two 

different obligations there will be two separate  

collections taken.  Thank you for your constant  

support of St. Gerard’s! 

—————————— 

4th Sunday in Advent Mass Times  

 Saturday, December 23-5pm Vigil Mass 

 Sunday, December 24-10am Mass  

 (There will NOT be a 9:30am or 11am Mass)  

Christmas Mass Times  

 Sunday, December 24-4pm Mass &  

 10pm Mass 

 Monday, December 25-10am Mass 

WINTER SOCK DRIVE 

We will be accepting donations of new socks in any 

size to donate to those in need. Drop off donations 

in the marked wagon in the Gathering Space.  
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Old Fashioned MEAT MARKET
FRESH CUT MEAT DAILY 

HOMEMADE FRESH & SMOKED SAUSAGE 
4159 W Broadway Ave, Robbinsdale  

     HacksMeats.com • 763-537-4811

Expert Tree Service Year-Round 
30 Yrs. Experience • Locally Owned & Operated

763-421-8901
“Everything Grows Good with God”

LICENSED 
BONDED 

INSURED

763-780-7231763-780-7231
IRRIGATION & LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS

763-780-7231763-780-7231
www.classiclawnscape.com

In Memory of

Terese Thole
Beloved Wife and Mom

May The Lord 
Bless & Keep You
We Love and Miss You

Theresa Reuter 
www.avon.com/repstore/treuter

763-315-3958

Tree & Shrub Trimming 
Stump, Tree, Shrub Removal 

Commercial & Residential        Brooklyn Park
www.arbortreeservice.com   763-560-0666

marymquinn@edinarealty.com
edinarealty.com/mary-quinn-realtor

Mary Quinn, 
Parishioner

“A Realtor you can Trust for all of your Real Estate needs”

763-234-2342

Brooklyn Park’s New Premier Senior Living

Independent Living, Independent Plus, 
Assisted Living & Memory Care

5601 94th Avenue N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55443 

763.402.9190
urbanaplaceseniorliving.com

Robbinsdale
4239 W. Broadway

763.537.2333

Swanson
Lowry at Irving Ave N.

612.529.9691

Coon Rapids
1827 Coon Rapids Blvd NE

763.767.1000

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  
Kristee Flynn

 
kflynn@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2251

Hospice Care
(763) 772-9955 · www.marytinc.com

Medicare
Certified

CHAP
Accredited

Home Health
(763) 862-5426 · www.marytinc.com

Medicare Certified

W E  S E L L  B L I N D S ,  T O O !
Help us celebrate 30 years in business by 

Mentioning this ad for 10% Off!
763-586-0109 • www.wefixblinds.com

Minnesota

CatholicMatch.com/MN

Serving the community 
for over 100 years with 

compassion and concern 
at a time of need

	 Osseo 	 Brooklyn Center 
	763-424-4000	 763-533-3000

WE BUYWE BUY
UNWANTEDUNWANTED

CARS, JUNKERS & CARS, JUNKERS & 
REPAIRABLESREPAIRABLES

WE COME TO YOU!
Call or Text Matt 

(612) 850-3535 
buybuyautomobiles.com


